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To Members of the Adoption Loss Adult Support Group

Dear Friends,

Thank you for meeting with senior members of Women’s and Newborn Services at the Royal
Brisbane and Women’s Hospital on 10 February 2009 and sharing your stories with us about the
care you received at the Royal Women’s Hospital some time ago. It was very moving and indeed
saddening to hear how your experiences have adversely affected your lives, and many other lives
that are near and dear to you.

From our frank discussions, we understand that each of you was denied the right to experience the
natural relationship between mother and child to care for and to raise your children yourselves, but
because of hospital practices were not permitted to do so.

In summary you have described to us how your much wanted babies were taken from you by the
practices of the hospital operating at the time and that you feel you were coerced by hospital staff to
sign over your babies for adoption.

In this regard we acknowledge the hurt and suffering you have described and sincerely apologise for
any ill treatment experienced by you as single women during your pregnancy and confinement at the
Royal Women’s Hospital.

Yours siﬁerely ( )
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Professor Ian Jon

Obstetrician a(igd

Executive Director

Women’s and Newborn Services
Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital
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