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ISLANDS *

FROM HERE TO ITHACA *

MISSING VIETNAM *

COSENZA VECCHIA

ISLANDS

Directed by Vincent Heimann and Amiel Courtin-Wilson.
Produced by Julie Stone.

e ATOM Award for 'Best Short Form Documentary*, Melbourne, May 2001

o Open Channel Award for ‘Excellence in Documentary Filmmaking', REAL: Life on Film
Festival, Melbourne/Sydney May 1-13 2001

o Hawaii International Film Festival, November 2-11 2001

e Margaret Mead Film & Video Festival, New York, November 2-10 2001

Vincent Heimann grew up in Melbourne, the son of a German father and Samoan mother. He grew
up with no real ties to the Samoan Islander community, unlike his cousins in Sydney who were
raised with its language, customs and religion. "My research materials comprised anthropological
studies, romanticised island paperbacks and package holiday brochures. | knew I had to look back
into my own past to discover where | was placed within the culture.” - Vincent Heimann.

FROM HERE TO ITHACA

Directed by Fionn Skiotis. Produced by Lisa Horler.

Fionn's father, Dionysis, is Greek and came to Australia as a migrant in 1949. He met Jean, an
Irish-Australian at a communist youth camp in Melbourne, they subsequently married. When
Dionysis decided to return to Greece in 1986, his family remained in Australia. Ithaca is a special
place for Fionn and, like many of his ancestors, he struggles to make his own connection to the
place.

MISSING VIETNAM

Directed by Leigh Bancroft. Produced by Richard Kuipers.

o Sydney Asia Pacific Film Festival, 9-18 August 2001

This story begins in Saigon in April 1975, three weeks before the end of the war. ‘Operation
Babylift', supervised by the Australian government, transported 292 Vietnamese orphans to

Australia, including eight-month-old Leigh. She was adopted by a family in Grafton who already had

five children. Now armed with the tag which was attached to her foot, a photo and a letter, Leigh
returns to Vietnam in search of her Vietnamese parents.

COSENZA VECCHIA

Directed by David Pledger. Produced by Michael McMahon.

o Hawaii International Film Festival November 2-11 2001

In search of a relationship between his work as an artist and his family's political convictions, David

discovers his anti-fascist grandfather, Louis Stellato. Louis fled Italy in 1927, stowing away on a
ship bound for Australia and leaving behind his parents, wife and two children. They were not
reunited until 1931, in Melbourne. The story slips back and forth in time, from the night of Louis's
escape from Italy to David's visit to Cosenza, the family's home town. COSENZA VECCHIA looks at
how often nostalgia is used by the children of migrants to justify their actions in the present.

Most of the films in this catalogue are available from Ronin Films for the territories of Australia
and New Zealand only.

http://www.roninfilms.com.au/video/search=missing+vietnam/0/1960514483
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Ronin holds comprehensive international video sale rights for only a small number of titles in
this catalogue. However, if you live outside Australia or New Zealand, we will be happy to do
our best to direct your enquiries towards the appropriate distributor for your territory.

It is a breach of copyright for Ronin to sell videotapes to buyers in territories other than those
for which Ronin holds a distribution licence.
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